Elevation of the erythrocyte sedimentation rate precedes exacerbation of bleomycin-induced pulmonary toxicity: report of two cases and review of literature.
Bleomycin is included in a number of potentially curative chemotherapy regimens. It is associated with distinct forms of pulmonary toxicity, with interstitial pneumonitis the most common. Early detection of pulmonary toxicity is not always predictable by monitoring serial chest radiographs and pulmonary function tests. Even newer serum markers are not useful indicators of bleomycin-induced pulmonary damage. Two patients developed bleomycin pulmonary toxicity, in both of whom increases in erythrocyte sedimentation rate (ESR) preceded clinical deterioration and radiographic changes. The ESR may have potential significance as a monitoring test in patients receiving bleomycin.